While American Axle President Richard Dauch and ex. Mich. Governor John Engler address the National Business Summit

RALLY FOR JOBS

Tuesday, June 16, 2009 – 12:00 Noon

GM Headquarters, East Jefferson, Detroit, at the Renaissance Center

· Stop the Plant Closings by General Motors, Chrysler and American Axle

· Enforce the Full Employment Act

· Declare a State of Emergency in Michigan with a Moratorium on Foreclosures, Evictions, and Utility Shut-offs

The recent announcements that General Motors and Chrysler are utilizing the tens of billions of dollars in government funds they have just received to shut plants and lay-offs tens of thousands of workers is outrageous and illegal.  In retaliation for a militant workers strike, American Axle has announced it is shutting its Hamtramck/Detroit plant and shifting production to non-union plants in the US as well as to Mexico.

The Full Employment and Balanced Growth Act of 1978 states that it is the federal government’s responsibility to use all programs and policies to promote full employment.  Obviously for the government to spend tens of billions of dollars and even attain majority ownership of GM, and then announce massive plant closings and lay-offs, is a blatant violation of this law.  Why is it that in Europe and Venezuela, when corporations receive government subsidies, the first thing they must guarantee is the jobs of the workers?

It is the bosses and banks who caused the current economic crisis, not the workers.  They should be axed.  Let the workers stay on their jobs via a short work week to spread the work, or to retool the plants for modern vehicles or mass transit which is so desperately needed.  We need international solidarity of all workers to stop outsourcing and the export of jobs by raising living standards worldwide.

Declare a State of Emergency

The new wave of plant closings and lay-offs will deepen the economic catastrophe that is already destroying Michigan.  Governor Granholm must declare a State of Economic Emergency in Michigan pursuant to MCL 10.31, and then use her emergency powers to place a two year Moratorium on all Foreclosures, Evictions, and Utility Shut-offs in our state.  Such a moratorium existed for 5 years during the last depression and was declared constitutional by the Michigan and U.S. Supreme courts.  

Come to the Peoples Summit June 14-17, Grand Circus Park in Detroit, to counter the National Business Summit at the Renaissance Center.  We will be developing a Workers Bill of Rights and Fightback Program for jobs, health care and housing for all.

Visit the website at www.peoplessummit.org or call 313-887-4344 for more information.

